Effect of drugs, hormones and electrical field stimulation on isolated muscle strips from human choledochoduodenal junction.
The behaviour of in vitro strips from the human choledochoduodenal junction would appear to be related to the anatomical location of origin of the strip. Strips from the papillary region showed low tone and obvious spontaneous rhythmic contractions (0 X 5-6/min). Strips from the region of the inferior choledochal sphincter showed, in ten out of fifteen specimens, spontaneous myogenic tone and gave a relaxation or a biphasic response (relaxation followed by contraction) to electrical field stimulation (0 X 3 ms pulses at 10 Hz for 5 s). All strips from human choledochoduodenal junction are remarkably insensitive to a variety of gastrointestinal hormones and to opioid agents.